
August 30, 2019

To the honored members of the Board of Regents:

We, the undersigned, are professional educators; we serve in a variety of settings as teachers, principals, curriculum 
specialists, consultants, special education specialists, school psychologists, guidance counselors, and more. Our 
qualifications include master’s and doctoral degrees in education or related fields from accredited colleges and 
universities, and state teacher’s licenses or comparable credentials. We are also proud graduates of yeshivas — 
Jewish elementary and high schools that maintain distinctive academic programs incorporating both Judaic and 
general elements. As such, we are uniquely qualified to comment on the efficacy and value of yeshiva education 
from both a personal and professional perspective.

The trope of yeshivas’ educational inferiority — repeated again and again in various media, to the exclusion of our 
own voices — is belied by our own academic and professional achievements. We condemn the bigotry and false 
stereotyping inherent in tarring an entire population and educational system with a single, derisive brush, and we 
deplore the calls for forcible cultural assimilation masquerading as concern for our betterment.

As yeshiva graduates with advanced training in diverse areas of educational theory and practice, we can state 
with confidence that yeshivas provide students across all levels of ability with enriching educational experiences 
that stimulate their cognitive, intellectual, practical, social, and moral development.

Many yeshivas demonstrably produce superb outcomes in general academic subject areas as well as Judaic ones. 
In a limited number of others, improvements in particular subject area may indeed be appropriate — something 
that is true of individual schools within every educational system, including the public schools held up as an 
ideal under the proposed “equivalency” regime. These improvements are most wisely effectuated not by naming 
and shaming of schools or via criminal sanctions against parents, but through innovative and culturally sensitive 
support, collaboration, and dialogue with educators and parents.

The level of governmental intrusion and control now proposed cannot be justified. It would abridge the educational 
and operational autonomy of all 1,800 nonpublic schools in New York, and would most heavily impact schools 
(like yeshivas) with distinctive educational characteristics — schools which can hardly pass a test of shallow, 
rigid correspondence to the curricular preferences and weekly schedule of the public schools, academic and 
pedagogical excellence notwithstanding.

Unthinkably, the proposed process for determining the relative worth of public and nonpublic school instruction 
foregoes objective assessments in essential academic subjects, relying instead on highly subjective and unpredictable 
on-site audits of nonpublic schools. The proposal lacks robust mechanisms for assuring the impartiality or cultural 
and subject-matter competency of the personnel conducting these high-stakes audits. Of at least equally great 
concern is the likelihood that a checklist-like audit will fail to adequately measure many of the advanced intellectual 
skills whose acquisition lies at the heart of yeshivas’ unique educational model: dialectical learning, careful textual 
analysis, multi-lingual cognition, and critical thinking. Such audits are also unlikely to accurately capture the social 
and developmental value of interpersonal and self-regulation skills imparted by yeshivas. 

In its refusal to employ objective assessment of actual student achievement and its insistence on dictating the 
design of instruction, the present proposal is both deeply flawed on its own terms and antagonistic to traditional 
Jewish schools in particular.

We urge you to reject it.
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Esther M. Schlanger 
Goldberg, MSEd    

David Schlesinger, 
MSEd intern

Miriam Schlissel,  
MSEd BCBA LBA  

Shani Schlusselberg,  
MS (Special 
Education)    

Moshe Schmidt, 
MSEd    

Leah Schneck, 
MSEd    

Rabbi Ariel  
Schochet, MS 
(Mental Health 
Counseling) MSEd

Aron Schoenblum,  
MS  CCC-SLP   

Leeba Schonblum,  
MA  SLP-CCC   

Leah Schorr, BA 
(Mathematics  
Secondary 
Education)  MA 
(School Building 
Leadership)  

Daniel Schultz, MS 
(Special Education)    

Nathan Schuster,  
MS (Special 
Education)    

Gerald Schwartz, 
PhD    

Avrohom Schwartz,  
MS (Special 
Education)    

Cheryl (Tzirel) 
Schwartz , MS 
(Special Education)    

Clare Schwartz, 
MSEd    

Libby Schwartz,  
BA (Education)  BA 
(Jewish Education)  
MA (Guidance and 
Counseling) 

Malka Schwartz,  
MSEd    

Marsha Schwartz,  
MSEd    



Rivka Schwartz,  
OTR/L    

Sharon Schwartz,  
MSEd    

Tzipora Schwartz,  
MSN  RN  PCCN  

Golda Feige 
Schwebel, MSEd 
   
Malka Segal,  MS 
(Special Education)    

Elisheva Seidenfeld,  
MA (Special 
Education)  BSL   

Sara B. Selengut, 
MS (Special 
Education)    

Reuvain Selevan, MS    

Bryndle Selmar     

Golda Selmar,  
MSEd    

Baila Senderovits, 
MA    

Anne Serkez, MS 
(Special Education  
Early Childhood 
Education)   

Miriam Shaffer, MS  
CCC-SLP TSSLD  

Gnesha Shain, MSEd    

Shira Shapero, MS 
(Special Education)    

Judy Shapiro, EdD    

Marcia Shaulson, 
MSEd    

Tova Shindler, MSEd    

Batsheva Shonek, 
BA    

B. Shubowitz, MS    

Devorah Shulman,  
MS (General 
Education)  MS 
(Special Education)   

Kim Siegel, MS 
(Early Childhood 
Education)    

Joan Silberman, 
MSEd    

Rivka Silberstein,  
MSEd  BCBA  LBA 
(pending)
Miriam Singer, MS 
(Special Education)    

Rabbi Sheftel Skaist, 
MEd 

Batsheva 
Shereshevsky, MS 
(Education, Special 
Education) Certified 
Teacher

Baila Skovronsky,  
BA (Mathematics 
Education 
BA (Religious 
Education)   

Malka Slomovits, MA    

Chana Smoke,  MS 
(Special Education)    

Fayge B. Snow, MS  
BCBA   

Dina Sobel, MSEd    

Batya 
Sochaczewski,  
MSEd (School 
Supervision and 
Administration)    

Shima Solomon, MS 
(Special Education  
General Education)

Shloma Soloman, 
MSEd intern

April Sommer,  
MSEd  BCBA   

Freyda (Engelberg) 
Sontag , MS 
(Early Childhood 
Education)  WSI   

Rachel Sorotzkin,  
MS  BCBA   

Yaakov Sperber, 
MSEd    

Freida Spiegel, MSEd    

Sandra Spingarn,  
PhD    

Gitty Spira, MS 
(Special Education)    

Brocha Rena Srebro, 
MSEd    

Rabbi Chaim A. 
Stamm, MS 

Larissa Steele,  
PhD Candidate 
(Education)    
Leah Steinberg     

Aviva Stern,  MA 
(TESOL  Literacy)   

Shoshana Stilerman,  
MS (Special 
Education)

Kayla Stimmel, MS 
(School Psychology)    

Bella Stober,  MEd    

Brenda Strassfeld,  
PhD    

Sarah Streicher,  
MS  CCC-SLP (CFY)   

Malka Strickman,  
MA-SLP    

Batsheva Sumner,  
MEd (General 
Education and 
Special Education)    

Mindy Tannenbaum

Sara Tendler, BA 
(Special Education  
General Education)  
MSEd intern  

Tova Tepfer, 
MS  CFY-SLP   

Elisheva Traube, 
MEd

Sara Traube, MS  
CFY  SLP  

Shoshana Traube, 
MSEd

Elaine R. Tuchman, 
BA MS (Reading)   

Chana Twersky, 
MSEd    

Chaya Tyberg, 
MSEd    

Sara P. Vogel, MSEd    

Margaret Wagner,
MSEd    

David Wahba,  
MSEd  BCBA   

Chani Waldman,  
MSEd BCBA   

Shira Wallin, MA  
CCC-SLP  

Deborah Waltuch, 
MA Resource Room, 
Torah Academy for 
Girls 

Chaya Raizy (Cindy) 
Warren, MSEd 

Devora Wasserman,  
MSEd    

Rabbi Hillel 
Waxman, MA 
(Education) 

Malkah Weber, 
MSEd    

Bashi Wechsler, 
MSEd    

Chaya Weinberg   

Chana Weinberger,  
MSEd    

Pearl Weinberger,  
MS (Mathematics)    

Yosef Weinberger, 
BA, MSEd intern

Malkah Weinfeld,  
MSEd    

Rivka Weinfeld,  MS 
(Special Education)    

Sima Weis, MSEd    

Rochel Weiser,  
MSEd (Early 
Education)    

Esther Weiss, MS 
(Special Education)    

Chana Weissman,  
MSEd    

Judah Weller, EdD    

Cecile Wieder, MS 
(Education)    

Chaya Wilhelm, MS 
(Special Education)  

Gittle Wilhelm, 
MSEdSpecial 
Education Teacher  

Raquel Willinger,  
MA  SLP   

Devora Willner, MS    

Esther Winter, PhD    

Menachem Wise, 
MSEd    

Chaya Wolfe, MSEd    

Rivka Wolpin    

Rabbi Sharir 
Yablonsky,  MA 
(Educational 
Leadership) 

Dina Yankelewitz,  
EdD (Mathematics 
Education 
and Career 
Development)    

Miriam Yankelewitz,  
MSEd  BCBA   

Rina Yarmish, PhD    

Chaya Young, MSEd    

Kayli Young,  OTR/L    

Chava Zabrowsky,  
MS (General 
Education  Special 
Education)   

Esther Zeffren,  MA 
SLP    

Devorah Zelasko, 
EdD    

Simi Zilber-Cohen,  
MS  OTR/L   

Hadassah Zohn, MS  
CCC-SLP  TSSLD  

Rochelle Zoimen, 
MA    

Malka Zuckerman,  
MA  CCC-SLP   

Rachel Zwick,  MS  
CCC-SLP TSSLD   


